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Medical  Officers  Report. 


Moorside, 

Little  Hulton, 

Near  Bolton. 

July,  1920. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Little  Hulton  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  submit  to  you  my  Twenty-Third  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Little  Hulton 
Urban  District  for  the  year  1919. 


Area  of  District  in  Statute  Acres 

Total  Population  of  all  ages  (last  Census) 

Estimate  of  Population  received  from 
Somerset  House  for  Death  Rate 

Estimate  of  Population  received  from 
Somerset  House  for  Birth  Rate 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House 
calculated  from  Birth  Rate  Estimate 


1699 

8133 

7836 

8163 

1 739 

4-6 


Chief  Industries  in  the  District  : —  Coal  Mines,  Iron  works 
and  Cotton  Mills  (both  Spinning  and  Weaving). 

Births  registered  during  the  year,  were  143  (76  males  and  67 
females),  ten  less  than  last  year,  and  equal  to  a  rate  of  17-5  per  1000 
of  the  population  as  against  17T  last  year,  and  23  4.  The  mean  of 
the  ten  years  1909-1918,  five  of  the  above  were  illegitimate  (4  males 
and  1  female). 
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The  Birth  Rate  of  England  and  Wales  for  1919,  (Population 
Estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year)  was  18-5  per  1000. 

Deaths  numbered  107  (54  males  and  53  females),  a  decrease  of 
ix  on  last  year,  and  equal  to  a  rate  of  13*6  per  1000.  The  previous 
year’s  rate  was  15.3,  and  the  mean  of  the  ten  years  1909-1918  was 
13*7  per  1000. 

The  Death  Rate  of  England  and  Wales  for  1919  (Population 
Estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year)  was  13*8  per  1000,  Civilian 
Population. 

Increment  of  Life,  viz.,  the  excess  of  Births  over  Deaths,  was 
36  (22  males  and  14  females)  against  35  (17  males  and  18  females) 
in  1918. 

Causes  of  Death “Enteric  Fever,”  1  ;  “Diphtheria  and 
Croup,”  1  ;  “Influenza,”  14;  “Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,”  8;  “other 
Tuberculous  Diseases,”  6;  “Cancer,”  3;  “Rheumatic  Fever,’  1; 
“Organic  Heart  Disease,”  5;  “Bronchitis,”  18;  “Pneumonia,”  11; 
“Other  Respiratory  Diseases,”  3  ;  “  Cirrhosis  of  Liver,”  1  ;  “  Ne¬ 
phritis,”  2;  “Parturition,”  1;  “Congenital  Debility,”  6;  “Vio¬ 
lence,”  2;  “Suicide,”  2;  “Other  Defined  Diseases,”  21;  and 
“  Causes  Ill  Defined,”  1.  Total,  107. 

Infant  Mortality* — The  deaths  of  Children  under  one  year  of 
age  numbered  14,  (7  males  and  7  females),  one  less  than  last  year, 
corresponding  to  a  rate  of  97  per  1000  births,  as  against  98  in  1918 
and  104  the  mean  of  the  ten  years  1909-1918. 

The  Death  Rate  per  1000  births  of  England  and  Wales,  pro¬ 
visionally  calculated  for  1919  was  89. 

Zymotic  Mortality-  —  The  seven  principal  dieases,  viz  : — 
“  Small  Pox,”  “  Scarlet  Fever,”  “  Measles,”  “  Whooping  Cough,” 
“  Enteric  Fever,”  Diphtheria,”  and  “  Dierrhoeal  Diseases,”  ac¬ 
counted  for  two  deaths,  both  males,  one  due  to  Enteric  Fever  and 
the  other  to  Diphtheria,  and  equal  to  a  rate  of  0-25,  comparing 
favourably  with  last  year’s  rate  1*04,  and  the  means  of  the  ten  years 
1906-1918  —  1*49. 
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Respiratory  Diseases* — Twenty-nine  deaths  (14  males  and  15 
females),  an  increase  of  seven  on  last  year,  were  due  to  the  three 
main  diseases,  viz  : — Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy,  account¬ 
ing  for  277  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Hospital  accommodation  for  Small  Pox  Leigh  Joint  Fever  Hospital 

,,  Other  Infectious  Diseases  Leigh  joint  Fever  Hospital 

and  Bolton  Fever  Hospital 

One  hundred  and  forty-seven  cases  were  notified  as  against  fifty- 
nine  in  1918.  I  have  personally  visited  each  of  these  cases  and 
brought  before  your  notice  defects  as  observed.  The  following  were 
the  notifications  received. 

Erysipelas* — Two.  Five  less  than  last  year. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Three. 

Enteric  Fever. — One,  as  against  seven  last  year.  This  case  a 
resident  in  Queen  Street,  proved  fatal. 

Diphtheria*— Six,  four  more  than  last  year,  and  one  was  re¬ 
moved  to  Hospital.  A  supply  of  Anti-Toxin  is  always  kept  by  me* 
and  this  year  10,000  units  have  been  used  in  the  district. 

Scarlet  Fever* — Forty-eight,  an  increase  of  43  on  last  year,  and 
25  were  removed  to  Hospital.  Most  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the 
last  four  months  of  the  year  and  were  not  confined  to  any  particular 
part  of  the  Township. 

Measles* — Sixty-nine,  an  increase  of  48  on  the  previous  year 
Worsley  was  the  district  mostly  affected,  the  disease  being  preva. 
lent  in  the  neighbouring  Townships  the  latter  end  of  the  year.  Com¬ 
pulsory  Notification  of  Measles  ceased  December  31st. 

Pneumonia. — Eight,  most  of  them  secondary  to  Influenza. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — Six,  five  less  than  last  year.  Four 
had  Sanitorium  Treatment  and  one  proved  fatal  in  Hospital.  Eight 
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deaths  were  registered  in  the  district,  equal  to  a  rate  of  1*02  per 
1000  of  the  population,  The  mean  for  the  ten  years  1909-1918 
being  the  same. 

No  provision  has  yet  been  made  for  advanced  cases,  the 
urgent  need  for  which  I  have  pointed  out  in  previous  Reports.  It 
is  expected  that  Peel  Hall  will  be  ready  for  patients  next  year,  and 
I  strongly  urge  the  Council  to  ask  that  some  special  facilities  be 
given  for  Little  Hulton  Cases. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis.— Four,  as  against  3  last  year 

and  one  had  Hospital  treatment. 

Notification  of  Births  (Extension)  Act.  —  One  Hundred 

and  Fifty  Six  notifications  were  received,  (82  males  and  74  females) 
Four  of  these  were  illegitimate  and  fifteen  Still-born.  Pamphlets 
on  “The  Feeding  and  Rearing  of  Infants  ”  were  posted  by  me  to 
each  case 

Water  Supply. — Source  Bolton  Corporation  Waterworks  and 
its  condition  and  supply  have  in  every  way  been  satisfactory, 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  etc. — n  Cowkeepers  and  3  Dairy¬ 
men  or  Milk  Purveyers  are  registered.  All  have  been  kept  under 
supervision,  and  the  buildings  generally  have  been  found  in  fairly 
satisfactory  condition.  Sufficient  care  and  cleanliness  are  not  ex¬ 
ercised  in  the  delivery  of  the  milk,  and  I  am  of  opinion  if  some 
prize  or  inducement  was  offered  for  the  neatest  and  cleanest 
“  Turn-out  ”  regularly  used  through  the  year,  it  might  bring  about 
a  much  desired  result.  Grooming  of  cattle  is  seldom  if  ever  done, 
and  it  is  still  a  difficulty  to  persuade  Cowkeepers  that  a  thorough 
ventilation  of  Shippons  is  absolutly  necessary  for  the  health  of  the 
cattle,  as  well  as  the  purity  of  the  milk. 

According  to  Regulations,  the  air  space  required  for  each  cow, 
habitually  grazed,  is  600  cubic  feet,  and  where  not  habitually  grazed, 
800  cubic  feet,  and  these  are  now  enforced. 

Schools. — There  are  Eight  elementary  in  the  District,  and  all 
of  these  are  used  more  or  less  for  Social  and  other  purposes.  Some 
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of  these  Schools  are  neither  desirably  situated,  nor  the  buildings 
suitable,  and  I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  “open-air” 
system  will  be  adopted,  which  would  be,  in  my  opinion,  not  only 
more  economical,  but  a  measure  of  stamping  out  Infantile  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  of  preventing  the  recurring  outbreak  of  measles  and  other 
Infectious  Diseases,  and  improve  the  time  and  health  of  the  scholar 
The  Sanitary  Officers  in  particular  ought  to  have  the  strictest 
attention  as  regards  cleanliness,  regular  flushings,  etc. 


Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc* — Owing  to  the  deficiency  of 
house  accommodation  generally  throughout  the  District,  it  has  been 
decided  to  erect  200  houses  or  more,  and  suitable  sites  have  been 
selected.  So  far  only  “  laying  out  and  House  Plans  ”  for  43  houses 
have  been  submitted.  No  doubt  in  a  great  measure  due  to 
“  Shortage  of  Labour,  ”  “  The  High  Cost  of  Material,  ”  and  “  Re¬ 
stricted  Rents,”  property  has  been  allowed  to  get  in  a  bad  state  of 
repair,  and  much  money  will  have  to  be  spent  to  put  them  in  their 
pre-war  conditions.  Increased  bed  room  accommodation  is  more 
urgently  required  even  than  new  buildings,  and  a  bath  in  each  house 
would  be  a  great  boon. 


General  Sanitary  Matters*-— No  great  improvements  have 
been  made  during  the  year.  I  find  from  the  Inspector’s  Report  that 
there  are  616  Privy-middins  in  the  District,  and  1,195  Closets  at¬ 
tached  to  them,  441  Water  Closets,  and  104  Waste  Water  Closets 
and  that  no  Conversions  have  been  made.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note 
that  in  future- new- property,  W.C.’s  must  be  provided.  The  Scav¬ 
enging  is  still  in  the  hands  of  Contractors,  and  the  same  result 
“  The  work  is  done  in  a  far  from  satisfactory  manner.”  Again  I 
urge  you  to  take  it  under  your  own  control,  and  suitable  convenient 
Tips  ought  not  to  be  difficult  to  acquire. 


The  Bakehouses,  nine  in  number,  are  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 
None  of  the  Slaughter-houses  have  been  in  use.  The  Sewage 
Works  maintain  their  efficent  Standard. 
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The  chief  Sanitary  requirements  that  I  am  confident  will  have 
your  attention  are  : — 

Reconstruction  of  a  number  of  Insanitary  Areas. 

Scavenging  under  the  Council’s  Control. 

Conversion  of  Midden  Ashpits,  (and  the  Council  might  con¬ 
sider  the  advisability  of  contributing  towards  the  cost.) 

A  complete  Sewage  System — (many  parts  of  the  Township  dis¬ 
charging  its  Sewage  in  adjoining  fields,  streams  or  cesspools.) 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

JNO-  HOLT  MARSH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


